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     CATHOLIC CHARITIES OF THE DIOCESE OF ARLINGTON, INC.

Eligibility Requirements for Adoptive Parents for Catholic Charities

DOMESTIC INFANT ADOPTION PROGRAM
RESIDENCE:

AGE:

RELIGION:

MARRIAGE:

CHILDREN:

HEALTH:

INCOME:

EMPLOYMENT

HOME STUDY:

FEES:

GENDER PREFERENCE:

CRIMINAL HISTORY:
             The applicant(s) must reside in Virginia.
We will accept applications until an applicant reaches the 45th birthday.  We will consider approved families for placement until an applicant reaches the 48th birthday.
Catholic Charities counsels birthparents of various religious backgrounds and respects the religious preferences of birthparents when children are placed in adoptive homes. In order to be considered for the child of Catholic birthparents, the applicant must be a practicing Roman Catholic, as verified by their pastor. 
A married couple must have been married for at least two years and, if Catholic, the marriage must be a valid Catholic marriage.  
Children in the home must be 18 months of age and have been in the home a minimum of one year prior to the beginning of a home study for another child. It is expected that a couple is not actively engaged in treatment for infertility at the time of application.

The applicant(s) (and their child if there is one) must be in good mental and physical health with normal life expectancy, as determined by the applicant(s) physician. A ‘disability’ within the meaning of Catholic Charities’ nondiscrimination policies does not disqualify a prospective adoptive or foster parent with normal life expectancy from adopting or fostering a child or children. Examples of such disabilities include long-term physical conditions such as diabetes, HIV-positive status and AIDS, heart disease, cancer in long-term remission, etc.
The applicant’s income must be adequate to support the child.

1) $100,000 in life insurance for each adoptive applicant

2) Have savings to meet their needs
It is expected that one parent be at home to care for the child for at least 12 weeks after placement. Very limited part-time work may be discussed with the social worker.
In addition to the above requirements the couple must have completed an adoption home study which has been approved by CCDA’s Adoption Committee before a child can be placed.

Sliding Scale from:  $3,000 to $20,000, based on income.

The agency cannot honor gender preferences in the placement of a child.
Applicants who have been arrested and convicted of a crime in the past 10 years will not be considered. (Including DUI & DWI) 

